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Cleveland Museum of Art Bolsters Campaign, Institutional 
Initiatives with Three New Development Professionals 


Focus, Increased Momentum in Major Gifts, Planned Giving and Corporate Relations Programs 


CLEVELAND (August 29, 2006) — With momentum steadily increasing in the first phase of its $258 million 
campaign, The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) today announced the names of three new development 
professionals joining the Museum’s fundraising team. Joan Ainsworth, CFRE, is now the Museum’s senior 
development officer. Bishoy Mikhail now serves as the Museum’s associate director of planned giving. Constance 
Kopec will join the team as associate director of corporate relations on Sept. 11, 2006. 

Each contributes a particular expertise that will help meet the demands of the campaign’s increased 
momentum and overall institutional growth objectives. 

According to Susan Stevens Jaros, deputy director for Development and External Affairs, “these 
individuals bring to the Museum an appreciable depth of knowledge, finely honed sensitivity to the market and 


proven ability to advance major fundraising goals.” 


Veteran Fundraiser Brings Vast Experience, Expertise to CMA Team 

Joan Ainsworth, who retired in 2004 after nearly 16 years of fund development experience at Case 
Western Reserve University, joined CMA as its senior development officer on August 7. She joined the CWRU 
development staff in 1989 as the first director of development and presidential programs. In 1996, she was named 
director of special gifts and principal projects in the major gifts office, cultivating major gifts for the university’s 
graduate and undergraduate programs, and stewarding constituents for presidential initiatives. By 1997, she was 
named national director of development for the College of Arts and Sciences, and served as executive director of 
development from 1998 to 2001. She then was named assistant dean for development and alumni affairs, a position 
she held until her retirement. 

During her tenure at CWRU, Ainsworth led efforts and developed strategies, from faculty participation to 
university branding, to raise $10-$16 million in total gifts annually. In 2000, she oversaw the successful 
completion a $75 million campaign for the College of Arts and Sciences, exceeding the goal with a total of $92.5 


million. 
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Prior to joining the development staff at CWRU, Ainsworth, who earned the MBA degree from CWRU 
and the bachelor’s degree from Wells College in Aurora, N. Y., was director of Project MOVE under Cleveland 
Mayor George V. Voinovich. Having held various civil and civic positions earlier in her career, she has been listed 
in Who’s Who in America since 1998 and was named Honorary Mayor of Cleveland on Oct. 12, 1989. She received 
the Certified Fund Raising Executive designation in 1994, and is a member of the Association of Fundraising 
Professionals. 

“Although I enjoyed my retirement,” Ainsworth said, “the Museum’s renovation and expansion project 
will have monumental impact on the quality of life in our community for the next several generations. The 
opportunity to contribute to the project and to advance the campaign undergirding it was simply too great to 
forego.” 

In her role as CMA’s senior development officer, Ainsworth will be responsible for cultivating, soliciting 


major gift donors and to secure major gifts in support of CMA’s building program 


Mikhail Brings Legal, Institutional Experience to CMA 

Bishoy Mikhail, J.D., joined CMA’s development program as associate director of planned giving on July 
31. Mikhail, a 2000 graduate of CWRU School of Law, most recently served as development and planned giving 
officer for John Carroll University. In that national role, he was responsible for soliciting and developing strategies 
for donors and coordinating gifts with their legal and financial advisors. He also helped steer the university’s major 
gift and annual giving programs, securing a six-figure gift for an endowed scholarship in 2005. 

A member of the New York and Ohio bars, Mikhail was an associate attorney with The Roberts Law Firm 
in Cleveland from 2003 to 2005. There, he was responsible for diverse practice areas of civil litigation, including 
trusts and estates. He served as staff attorney at the law firm of Reminger and Reminger in 2002, responsible for a 
caseload that included trusts and estates. As an associate attorney for the firm of Riad and Associates, New York, 
N.Y., he practiced in diverse areas, including trust, estate and probate, corporate and tax law, also providing 
counsel to a range of non-profit organizations. 

Mikhail earned the bachelor’s degree in political science from John Carroll University in 1997. In his role 
as associate director of planned giving, Mikhail will be responsible for expanding the reach of the Museum’s 


planned giving program, providing a range of opportunities for donor involvement in creating sustainable legacies 


at CMA. 


Kopec To Strengthen CMA Focus on Corporate Community 
Constance Kopec, currently interim director of operations, donor and alumni relations at the CWRU 
School of Law, will join the CMA Development staff as associate director of corporate relations on Monday, Sept. 
11. She will bring the team significant experience in grant writing, sponsorships and development communications. 
Kopec, who graduated from Cleveland State University cum laude with the bachelor’s degree in 


communication and a minor in art history, also earned high honors upon receiving the master of art’s degree in 
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English there. She began her fundraising career in 1990 as associate director of development for the 
Cleveland Speech and Hearing Center. In 1995, she was named director of development communications for The 
Cleveland Play House, a position she held until 2003. There she was successful in securing competitive grants 
from national sources and increasing the organization’s giving-program revenue by 30 percent. She also 
spearheaded proposal writing resulting in enhanced funding and visibility for community-based programs, and she 
created the News & Views development newsletter. In 2003, she was named director of donor relations and 
operations at CWRU’s School of Law, the position she held prior to her current assignment. 

At CWRU, Kopec developed and oversees the donor relations program, including special events and 
alumni relations. She determined the promotions plan for the $25 million “Leading the Way in Legal Education” 
campaign, created the stewardship plan for campaign and major gift donors, guided the editorial and design process 
for alumni publications, and heightened donor recognition initiatives. 

In her role as associate director of corporate relations, Kopec will be responsible for expanding the 
Museum’s engagement with Northeast Ohio’s corporate community, broadening the scope of corporate 
sponsorships for Museum exhibitions and programming, and further increasing the level of corporate participation 


in the Museum’s fundraising campaign. 


“Each of these areas is critical to the success of the Museum’s ongoing comprehensive fundraising 
campaign,” said CMA Director Timothy Rub. “Our current efforts have put us well within reach of successfully 
completing phase one. Our intent now is to capitalize upon our current momentum and we are confident that we 
can do that with the combined skills set of these three professionals.” Rub also noted that the Museum’s interests 
transcend the completion of its renovation and expansion program. “Our aim is not only to complete our renovation 
and expansion program,” he said. “We also want to build the Museum’s capacity to serve this region and our 
nation well beyond the coming decades.” 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and scope, spanning 6,000 years of human achievement in the arts. The 
Museum is a significant international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art education. For more information 
on the Museum, its holdings, programs, services and events, please call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit 


www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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